ECONEWS #209

Happy New Year! EcoNews is a monthly
newsletter funded by your kind donations. It
dreams of a world blessed by the harmony of
nature, the pleasures of community, and the joys
of personal fulfillment, guided and protected by
our active citizenship.
Many thanks to The Pinch Group at Raymond
James, George Wood, Doreen Hynd, Sacred
Heart Church Social Justice Cte, Jan Meadows,
Bob McMinn, David Stott, Benita Blundell,
Thor Henrich, Marian Kemp, Robert Schutte,
Jean Matheson, Eileen Kenwood, Marlene &
Steve Smith, Marilyn Kan, Ann Gower, Bob
Willard & Kate Leona.
The Money
Nov
Dec
Jan
Copies printed
1550
1500
1500
Sent by email
3140
3140
3148
Print, postage
$645
$724
$650
Editorial
$450
$450
$450
Donations
$1915 $890
You?
Advertising
$0
$60
Balance
$2145 $1921
EcoNews by mail: call Guy 250-881-1304.
By email: www.earthfuture.com/econews

THE ECO-PERSONALS
$1 a word. Max 5 lines, non-profits, lowincome free. 1” box ad $50
* Lovely room to rent, close to ocean,
downtown, cooking facilities, $35/night,
weekly and monthly rates 250-382-3810.
* Semi retired - green - looking for a
quiet bachelor apartment or room. Contact
Jack at jetkino@yahoo.ca
* Free - large quantity of large envelopes.
(10” x 12”). Call Guy, 250-881-1304
* Letter-sized envelopes wanted. Do you
know an office or government agency that
needs to recycle its envelopes because it
has changed its name or address?
EcoNews can use them! Guy, 250-8811304 or guydauncey@earthfuture.com
* Professional woman looking for 1-2
acres of good farmland in Saanich to lease
to grow food for family and markets. Britt
at b@karlstrom.ca or 250-598-6506
ARCTIC WINTERS IN EUROPE
How can there be global warming, when
it’s so frigging cold? That’s the question
that’s roaring through Europe in this, the
winter of its discontent. It’s not just a
matter of local weather in an otherwise
warming climate. The Arctic sea-ice in the
Barents and Kara Seas (north of
Murmansk, east of Greenland) has been
melting, and not recovering during winter.
Normally, the sea-ice insulates the ocean
waters (around 0°C) from the atmosphere,
which can be around -20 to -30°C. As the
ice melts, the heat escapes and warms the
air above, creating an area of highpressure surrounded by clockwise-moving
winds that sweep down from the polar
regions, bringing the cold Arctic air down

into Europe and the British Isles,
replacing the mild westerly air-stream
that normally dominates western
Europe. The study, done at Germany’s
Potsdam Institute in the fall of 2009,
predicts that cold snowy winters will
become three times more frequent in
future. This is bitter news for Europe,
but it will hopefully teach us that global
climate change has far-reaching
impacts. The sooner the world acts to
prevent it by ending our use of fossil
fuels, stopping tropical deforestation,
and cutting back on global meat
consumption, the less alarming it will
be. I am not aware of an equivalent
analysis for North America’s east coast.
THE ELECTRIC REVOLUTION
One of the changes that is essential is
the shift to electric vehicles (along with
more walking, ridesharing, cycling and
transit). In London UK, where there are
some 2000 electric vehicles and 250
charging points across the city, the
mayor has announced a city-wide
charging network to be launched this
spring to see 1,300 public charging
points by 2013, available to anyone for
a $200 annual membership.
Vancouver is a global EV leader with
its requirement that every new single
family home must have an EV charging
outlet in the garage. From April 2011,
every new condo building must have
20% of its parking stalls wired for
electric cars. When John Stonier, a
director of the Vancouver Electric
Vehicles Association, drove a Toyota
RAVA EV last year its range was
around 160 km, and he charged it up
every three days from a 220V outlet in
his garage. On average, one hour of
being plugged provides 20-30km worth
of charge. John reports that the Japanese
have adopted a high voltage DC fast
charging standard that will charge an
EV such as the Nissan Leaf from 20%
to almost full in 20 minutes. A similar
recharging unit will be installed at
Vancouver’s Science World in 2011.
GOLDEN BIKE SHARE
Get ready for the future! In Golden, BC,
up in the Rockies, a Community Bike
Share program is being launched this
spring with 15 gold-coloured Kona
Africa bikes, located in two Cycle
Stations. One swipe of a smart card, and
its yours for the day. Bike-sharing
started in the 1960s, but most early
programs folded because so many bikes
were stolen or thrown in a river. In
Golden’s scheme, the bikes will be
tracked electronically, so there’s less

worry about losing them. The program
is linked to Bikes for Africa
(bikesforafrica.org). For every two
Kona Africa bikes purchased, Kona
sends a third to rural Africa, where
they are used as transport for medical
professionals.

INDIA’S NEW ECO-COURT
Here comes the new legal wave…
India has followed Australia and New
Zealand in establishing a National
Green Tribunal, a network of civil
courts which have the power to order
“compensation and restitution of
damage caused by actions of
environmental
negligence.”
The
tribunal is made up of 20
environmental science experts, and is
intended to bring more financial
liability to polluters, and take the strain
off the backlogged court system. Next
up - British Columbia?
COPENHAGEN’S GREEN ROOFS
Across the world in Denmark,
Copenhagen is aiming to become the
world’s first carbon neutral city by
2025. Under a new policy, every new
building that is suitable must cover its
roof with vegetation. The goals are to
absorb rainfall, provide cooling and
insulation, double the life of a roof by
shielding it from UV rays, reduce the
urban temperature by decreasing
sunlight reflection, and contribute to
architectural variation. The City also
has a Green Lab which offers the
public use of the city’s facilities to test
new green solutions for the city’s
buildings, roads, bike lanes and parks.
NEW FARMING IN SOOKE
The Sooke Region Food CHI Society
is a group of producers and consumers
from Sooke, Otter Point, East Sooke
and Shirley who are developing a Food
Strategy for the region. They envision
a vibrant, sustainable food culture and
cuisine rooted in viable local
production, historical and First Nations
knowledge,
and
environmental
stewardship. Their New Farmer
Mentorship program offers support to
new farmers by organizing one-on-one

mentorship. The new farmers contribute
on a sliding scale of $200-$500, which
includes facilitation of the mentoring,
support for 4-6 months, monthly farm
tours from January to April, and
educational resources. Sooke Food CHI is
supported by the Juan de Fuca Economic
Development Commission
and the
District of Sooke. www.sookefoodchi.ca
BOTTLED GREENHOUSES
With a few bits of timber, some bamboos,
and 1,500 two-litre plastic drinks bottles,
schoolchildren in Europe are making
small 6 x 8 foot greenhouses where they
can extend the growing season for fruits
and vegetables. The bottles act as double
glazing, and the project is easy for
children to take part in - and there’s no
shortage of plastic bottles. For a set of
easy instructions with photos, see
http://bit.ly/gOznkj

NEW FARMING IN POLAND
Is the corporate model of global farming
the best way to feed humanity? Many
Polish farmers disagree. They have
formed the International Coalition to
Protect the Polish Countryside, and see
the need to rethink modern agriculture.
Their Manifesto for 21st Century Food and
Farming wants us to step aside from state
and corporate control of the food chain.
They want people’s creativity and
ingenuity to be harnessed, and drawn from
time-honoured peasant and family
farming practices that still form the
foundation of self-sufficient, sustainable
and ecological agricultural production
throughout the world. They want farmers
to have the right to save their seeds, and
people to be able to maintain the diversity
of local native plants, herbs and animals
for culinary, medicinal and environmental
health - and to have the legal right of
access to unused or barren land to grow
food for their own consumption. For
details, see www.icppc.pl

TRANSITION VICTORIA
On December 5th, Transition Victoria
hosted its first large-scale public
visioning event - "Telling a New Story:
Our Community After Oil," to introduce
newcomers to Transition Victoria, and
begin the process of developing new
stories for how our community might
unfold in this time of change. The main
result was a set of notes generated by
the Open Space discussions, which
form a starting point for the eventual
generation of an Energy Descent Action
Plan - an important goal of the
Transition movement. Some common
themes that emerged include the need
for a cultural value shift to support
greater cooperation among disparate
individuals and groups; the benefit of
creatively incorporating these values
into our education system and school
curricula; the importance of shifting
decision-making power from large
corporations to communities; and the
need to create new ways of
communicating, both as individuals and
in small groups and through the
effective use of the media. For
information about Transition Victoria,
see transitionvictoria.ning.com, which
has many interesting ways to engage
with others in The Great Turning.
(Thanks to Tamara Schwarzentruber).
MEASURING REAL PROGRESS
Our politicians and business leaders are
obsessed with economic growth, and
they use GDP - Gross Domestic Product
- to measure how we’re doing. GDP up?
Good. GDP down? Bad. But GDP
includes
the
economic
activity
associated with every car crash, divorce,
clearcut forest, over-fished river, acre of
farmland lost to development, and drug
used for depression. For 60 years, this is
how “progress” has been measured.
Even the economist Simon Kuznets,
who won a Nobel Prize for his work on
GDP, warned us in 1934 that “the
welfare of a nation can scarcely be
inferred from a measurement of national
income.”
It is critically important that we
measure what really matters, as part of
our transition to a sane, sustainable
world. Britain is going to do this with
new questions in its annual household
survey that will rate among other things
how people rate their subjective
wellbeing, and whether they are
achieving their life goals. Maryland has
a Genuine Progress Indicator; Bhutan
measures Gross National Happiness;
here in Canada we have an Index of
Wellbeing (www.ciw.ca). In 2010 the

US Congress passed legislation to
create a “key national indicator
system”, reflecting the same goals.
There’s a Global Project on Measuring
the Progress of Societies run by the
OECD - see http://wikiprogress.org.
POSITIVE NEWS
Positive News is a great little quarterly
newspaper published from Britain by
my friend Shauna Crockett Burrows
since 1993, with a print-run of 100,000
copies - and it’s the source of several
of this month’s EcoNews stories. It
focuses on issues rarely covered by the
mainstream media, promotes the many
individuals and enterprises that are
working to create a more healthy,
humane
and
environmentally
sustainable world, and gives a voice to
all those small, determined fishes
swimming against the tides of big
corporate seas. Thanks Shauna! See
www.positivenews.org.uk

ACTION OF THE MONTH
NEW LIBERAL LEADERSHIP
With the Liberal leadership race in full
gear, now is the time to ask the
candidates what they think, and to urge
them to take a strong stand on:
* Continued climate leadership
* A strong green economy
* Reducing the voting age to 16
* No offshore oil tankers in BC waters
* Strengthening BC’s carbon tax
* Full protection for Flathead Valley
* Protecting BC’s fresh water
* Banning cosmetic use of pesticides
* Protecting BC’s farmland
* Making food security a high priority
* Ending homelessness
* Raising the minimum wage
* Protecting the wild salmon
Pick your issue, and use this unique
moment of opportunity to call or write
to the candidates, urging a strong
social and environmental commitment,
and a strong vision of a sustainable
BC. They need to hear from us, so
don’t be silent!
Christy Clark www.christyclark.ca/cc
yourvoice@christyclark.ca
1-855-242-5275
Kevin Falcon www.kevinfalcon.com
info@kevinfalcon.com
1-877-985-4854
Mike de Jong www.mikedejong.com
hello@mikedejong.com
1-855-280-6453
George Abbott 1-877-453-0645
www.georgeabbottforbc.ca
info@georgeabbottforbc.ca
Moira Stillwell 604-353-2549
www.moirastilwell.com

